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The            Update 

The U.S. Department of 
Education (DoE) made an 
unprecedented decision against the 
Council of Chiropractic Education 
(CCE) last month when it gave the 
accrediting agency just 12 months to 
address over 40 separate 
deficiencies before they receive 
renewal of their recognition status.  

The National Advisory 
Committee on Institutional Quality 
and Integrity (NACIQI) met Dec. 14-
16, 2011 in Arlington, VA to review 
the  CCE  and  others’  petitions  for  
renewal as part of the regular 
mandatory process that all 
accrediting agencies undergo every 
five years to maintain recognition by 
the government.  CCE did receive 
continued recognition five years ago, 
however, it was not by unanimous 
approval which was a first for the 
agency, and with one dissenter 
calling  the  CCE  a  “virtual  cartel.” 

Procedure for each review 
consisted of a briefing by a 
Department staff member who had 
thoroughly reviewed all submitted 
documents regarding the agency, 
remarks by the agency 
representative(s), presentations by 
third-party representative(s), the 
agency’s  response  to  the  third-party 
presentations,  the  Department’s  
response to the agency and the third 
party comments, and finally, the 
Committee’s  discussion  and  voting. 

It should be noted that most 
agencies had no third-party 
presenters, were slotted for only 30 
minutes on the agenda, and actually 
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took significantly less time than that.  
CCE’s  review  was  scheduled  for  an  
hour and forty-five minutes, included 
22 third-party presenters, and took 
over four hours to complete.     

The proceedings began with the 
Department staff member presenting 
that from the review of all the 
submitted documents, CCE was found 
to be in violation of 41 separate codes 
and regulations.  Davie Wickes, CCE 
Council Chair, presented opening 
remarks for the agency stating 
remarkably that the profession was 
surveyed regarding the then proposed 
Standards January 2012  and  “This  
culminated in the unanimous approval 
of  the  new  Standards.”    It  should  be  
noted that while the CCE may have 
been  “all  in  favor,”  this  was  in  direct  
opposition to the over 3,000 
complaints they received during the 
document review process.  Complaints 
outweighed those in favor by a 
resounding 130 to 1 margin.   

Third party presenters were then 
given an opportunity to present, each 
with a maximum of just three minutes, 
a restriction that was rigorously 
adhered to.  Presenters in their order 
of appearance were:  Robert Braile, 
Georgia Council of Chiropractic; Clint 
Erickson, Council of Chiropractic 
Philosophy; Christopher Kent, 
Federation for Vertebral Subluxation; 
Mattie Leto, West Village Chiropractor; 
Kathleen  Linaker,  D’Youville  College;;  
Michael McLean, no affiliation given; 
Joe Merlo, Good Vibrations Family 
Chiropractic, Sarah Mongold, Student; 
Judy Nutz Campanale, International 
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Federation of Chiropractors and 
Organizations;;  David  O’Bryon,  
Association of Chiropractic Colleges; 
William  O’Connell, American 
Chiropractic Association; Lawrence 
O’Connell,  Federation  of  Chiropractic  
Licensing Board; Corey Rodnick, no 
affiliation given; Henry Rubenstein, 
Doctors for Excellence in Chiropractic 
Education; Gary Shultz, University of 
Western States; Steve Tullius, 
Movement for Chiropractic Quality and 
Integrity; John Ventura, no affiliation 
given; Jim Warner, International 
Chiropractors Association; Stephen 
Welsh, Care-More Chiropractic 
College, Ron Hendrickson, no 
affiliation given; Don Hirsch, no 
affiliation given; and John Bomhoff, no 
affiliation given.       

Of the 22 presenters, five were 
decidedly pro CCE including Kathleen 
Linaker  from  D’Youville  College  who  
was later named to the CCE board and 
Gary Schultz from University of 
Western States.  It should be noted 
that during the hearing it was pointed 
out that no school will speak out 
against the CCE for fear of losing their 
accreditation status.  The other three 
pro CCE presenters represented the 
ACC, the FCLB, and the ACA.  All the 
others, nearly 4 to 1, voiced serious 
concerns about CCE standards, 
protocols, and governance. 

Specific presentations included 
concerns over whether Title 4 funding 
would be available for students in the 
event that CCE was not granted 
continued recognition as well as the 
impact that might have on state 
licensing.  Others voiced concerns that 
the schools are not free to say how 
they feel regarding the CCE for fear of 
losing their accreditation with specific 
mention of the Life University situation 
in 2001.  However, only the IFCO’s  
concern was added to the list of 
deficiencies requiring attention in the 
next 12 months in order for CCE to 
receive continued recognition by the 
Dept. of Ed.    

IFCO was officially represented by 
board member and most recent past 
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president, Judy Nutz Campanale, although 
three other presenters, Dr. Bob Braile, Dr. 
Christopher Kent, and Dr. Steve Tullius are 
also IFCO members.  Several other IFCO 
members were also present to show their 
support.    Campanale’s  comments  were  
determined and approved by IFCO Board 
Chairman, Bill Decken and IFCO President, 
Shane Walker.  The transcript can be viewed 
in its entirety at 
http://www.straightchiropractic.com/index.php.        

IFCO submitted that CCE fails to comply 
with  section  602.13  of  the  Secretary’s  
Recommendations to the Department of 
Education, which deals with acceptance of 
the agency by others.  Their position is that 
CCE’s  changes  to  the  Standards  2012 1.) in 
the definition of a chiropractor to that of a 
primary health care physician and 2.) the 
elimination of the requirement for all 
chiropractic programs to train candidates in 
the detection and correction of vertebral 
subluxation do not represent the vast 
majority of the profession.  Based largely on 
this testimony, failure to represent the 
profession was added to the list of 41 
violations that CCE is required to come into 
compliance with as noted by the staff 
members prior to the deliberations, including 
issues regarding public members, 
governance, and conflict of interest.        

Towards the end of the deliberations, 
the original motion was amended to include 
the requirement that CCE comply with the 
section requested by the IFCO.  Specifically, 
the motion  was  amended  to  read,  “In 
addition to the numerous issues identified in 
the staff report NACIQI asks the agency to 
demonstrate compliance with 602.13 dealing 
with the acceptance of its standards, 
policies, procedures, and decisions, and to 
address how its standards advance quality in 
chiropractic  education.” 

Chairman, Bill Decken commented, 
“This  was  definitely  a  win  for  subluxation-
centered chiropractic.  There was an 
amazing focus on the task at hand, but still 
that passion to serve came through. Now we 
need  to  keep  this  momentum  going.”     
 

 

Judy Nutz Campanale, DC, ACP is a Past 
President of the FSCO and currently serves on the 
Board of Directors.  She practices in Levittown, PA 
at the Strauss Chiropractic Center which is widely 
recognized as one of the longest-standing, high-
volume, cash practices in the world.  She has been 
honored with numerous awards including the 
FSCO Chiropractor of the Year and Sherman 
College of Straight Chiropractic Chiropractor of the 
Year (the first woman ever to receive either of 
these awards.)  She received her ACP in 2008. 
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