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Lessons from Acupuncture 
   Earlier this year, a Texas 
Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners (TBCE) board 
member proposed that 
chiropractors be giving the right 
to claim they are specialists in 
acupuncture.  This proposal 
sparked a huge debate between 
the chiropractic and the 
acupuncture community.  The 
acupuncture community argued 
that chiropractors do not have 
the appropriate amount of 
training to properly administer 
an acupuncture treatment.  The 
chiropractic board argued that 
the amount of hours needed to 
be licensed as a chiropractor 
plus the additional continuing 
education training in 
acupuncture is more than 
sufficient. 
   In response to all this debate, 
an acupuncture student 
contacted the IFCO.  The IFCO 
drafted a letter and a 
representative from its affiliate, 
the Chiropractic Society of 
Texas, presented it at a May 

24th meeting.  Also in 
attendance outside the meeting 
were 75 acupuncture students 
voicing their opinions on the 
proposal.  That gathering drew 
the local newspapers who 
reported on the event.  The 
result was a unanimous vote 
against the proposal. 
   It is so important to point out 
that this proposal’s defeat was 
largely due to the efforts of the 
acupuncture STUDENTS.  They 
were the ones who rallied the 
IFCO to their cause.  They 
were the ones to gather in 
downtown Austin to voice their 
displeasure.  They emailed the 
IFCO after the proceedings:  
“About 8 of us spoke- 
addressing issues with the 
process, the education, and the 
needed cooperation between 
the professions.  All in all, we 
presented a comprehensive and 
heartfelt argument.  I think I 
pretty much caught them off 
guard with the letter.  They 
didn’t expect that- especially 

from a student.” 
   The Council on Chiropractic 
Education was hit with more 
than 40 National Advisory 
committee on Institutional 
Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) 
violations, one of them being 
the 602.13 violation dealing with 
the acceptance of its standards, 
policies, procedures and 
decisions by the majority of the 
profession.  The 602.13 
violation was thrown out.  In a 
letter from the undersecretary 
of the Department of Education, 
the violation was thrown out 
because the unhappy parties 
presented only a “small 
minority.” 
   What happened in Texas 
shows us just how influential a 
small minority can be in invoking 
change within a profession.  It 
doesn’t take overwhelming 
numbers or political 
connections.  It takes some 
focused, organized and driven 
people who commit themselves 
to a cause.  So, as a student, 
your voice matters! 

Iowa Governor Signs Chiropractic Proclamation 
    Des Moines, IA: Iowa 
Governor Terry Branstad, a 
long time supporter of 
chiropractic, recently signed a 
proclamation designating 
September, Vertebral 
Subluxation Awareness Month.  
Anette Svendsberget and 
IFCO member Jonathan 
Verderame, two students from 
Palmer College of 

Chiropractic in Davenport 
Iowa, travelled to the capital 
earlier this year to meet with 
the governor.  The purpose 
of their visit was to expand 
public awareness about a 
national health concern 
adjusted, his hearing was 
restored. 
  The proclamation states:  
"Whereas, the human body is 

a self-healing and self-
regulating organism; and 
whereas controlling and 
coordination the human body 
is the brain and nervous 
system that is protected by 
both the skull and vertebral 
column; and whereas it is vital 
that the self-healing message 
communication clearly with 
the body in order for 
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Chiropractic Proclamation cont. 

individuals to adapt and 
function at their maximum 
potential; and whereas 
vertebral subluxations were 
first discovered in 
September of 1895 and 
represent on the of the 
most common and unknown 
disturbances of the human 
nervous system as a result of 
a misalignment of 1 or more 
bones of the vertebral 
column and or skull; and 
whereas it is important to be 
aware of and research the 
epidemiology of vertebral 
subluxation in order to 

experience a better life and 
improve overall health of 
humanity; and now, 
therefore, I, Terry E. 
Branstad, Goveror of the 
State of Iowa, do hereby 
proclaim the month of 
September, 2012 as 
Vertebral Subluxation 
Awareness." 
   Jonathan Verderame 
stated: “Ultimately, the goal 
of chiropractic is to correct 
vertebral subluxations, 
because this has a 
detrimental impact on the 
overall health and function of 

humanity.”     
IFCO congratulates 

these students for their 
efforts to educate the 

public about 
chiropractic! 

 

Getting into Practice 
 
   Most people assume they 
need new equipment when 
they first start practice.  
They think that if they don’t 
have the latest and greatest, 
patients won’t take them 
seriously or people will 
assume they are giving less 
quality care.  “The 
chiropractor up the road has 
this piece of equipment, if I 
don’t have it, everyone will 
go see her instead of me.”  
That is not the case!  People 

typically go to one 
chiropractor or another 
based on many different 
factors: referral, trust in the 
person, and location, to 
name just a few.  Rarely is 
the equipment or the look 
of an office a factor.  When 
you start out, instead of 
rushing to a Staples or Office 
Depot for your chairs and 
desks, try eBay or Craig’s 
List first.  You can get high 
quality stuff for a fraction of 

the cost.  Look for ads for 
companies going out of 
business (and not necessarily 
chiropractic or medical 
offices either).  There are 
great deals out there if you 
take the time to look.  As 
for chiropractic equipment, 
ask yourself what you truly 
need to provide the level of 
care you desire.  In order to 
deliver your technique as 
effectively as possible do you 
need x-rays?  Do you need a 

Philosophy Corner 
 
 The Perfection of the 
Triune. Principle #5: 
In order to have 100% 
Life, there must be 100% 
Intelligence, 100% Force, 
100% Matter. 
Intelligence is always perfect, 
and at 100%.  The force 
produced by this perfect 
intelligence is always perfect 
as well, so 100% there too.  
If there is to be any 
imperfection, it would be at 
the matter level.  

Matter can neither be 
created nor destroyed, so 
the imperfection of matter 
would be in the “quantity, 
quality or arrangement of 
matter.  Hence, there are 
limitations in structure 
of matter; in its imperfect 
building; its imperfect 
arrangements; the wrong 
kind of matter for the 
purpose or even the lack of 
matter which should be in 
that structure but is not.  

From this fact arises the 
expression so often used 
fundamentally in 
Chiropractic. The 
expression of intelligence 
may be hindered by the 
limitations of matter ” 
Stephenson’s Textbook p239  
 



 

 

“We make 
a living by 
what we 
get, but a 

life by what 
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- Winston 
Churchill 

Getting Into Practice cont. 

surface EMG scan?  Many 
people use things like surface 
EMG more for patient 
education than for the 
delivery of a technique.  If 
you don’t absolutely need it 
for care, you may want to 
wait a few months down the 
road to obtain an expensive 
piece of equipment so that 
you’re not saddled down 
with payments you may not 
be able to make.  As far as 
x-rays, if you need them for 
care, you need not purchase 

a whole setup.  Find another 
chiropractor in your area 
that has an x-ray machine 
and set up an arrangement 
where they take the x-rays 
for you.  The other 
chiropractor gets paid for 
the x-rays, you get the 
images you need, everybody 
wins!  If the patient has 
insurance, you can write out 
a script that they can take to 
a local imaging center or 
hospital and they can get the 
images taken there.  What’s 

good about this scenario is 
you get great images and the 
radiologist will screen the x-
rays for you for pathologies. 
   If you’re looking for 
chiropractic tables, you can 
contact your chiropractic 
college or your local 
chiropractic association to 
see if anybody is selling 
equipment.  Especially when 
you are first starting out, buy 
new as the secondary 
option, not the first! 

Student Clinic Tip of the Quarter 

One of the easiest things to 
do to make an impact on 
retention is to make sure 
that your practice members 
don’t leave without booking 
another appointment with 
you.  It may seem obvious, 
but in the course of a visit, 
you may be rushed or the 
patient may be rushed and 
may just say “I will call you 
to schedule my next visit.”  
Well, life happens both for 
you and that patient.  You 
may get a few new patients 
and have to update some of 
your old files.  You may have 

exams that you need to 
study.  If that patient is not 
on the schedule, they can get 
lost in the shuffle and then a 
few weeks down the road, 
you may ask, “Hey, what 
happened to Mr. So and So?”  
This decreases the patient’s 
quality of care and it also 
hurts the numbers you need 
to get to graduate. Taking 
those extra few seconds to 
book an appointment is 
crucial.  In clinic, one of my 
friends printed out a 
monthly calendar for each of 
his patients.  So after he gave 

his recommended schedule 
of how ever many visits per 
week, he would then have 
the patient schedule those 
visits right then up until their 
re-evaluation.  Pre-booking 
patients like that would be 
the ideal situation since most 
patients have a regular 
weekly routine and have a 
certain day and time that will 
work each week.  Some 
people will be harder to 
book than others, but just 
tell them, “I’ll put this 
appointment down, and if 
you need to cancel, just 
call!” 

Research Update 

This article is from 2010, but 
it clearly shows the 
difference chiropractic can 
make in the lives of families 
when parents think their 
only option is to put children 
on medication. 
   Medco Health Solutions 
reported via Reuters.com 
that in 2009, children were 
the leading growth 
demographic for the 
pharmaceutical industry.  
Compared to the overall 

population, prescription drug 
used in children was four 
times higher.  Looking at 
adolescents aged 10-19 in 
2009, almost 30% took a 
prescription medication to 
treat a chronic condition. 
   According to Medco, 
“Over the past nine years, 
the most substantial 
increases in the medication 
of children were seen in 
drugs for conditions not 
typically associated with 

them, such as for type 2 
diabetes and antipsychotics.” 
   Antipsychotic drug use had 
doubled since 2001 and 
more than doubled in the 
female population.  They are 
given to children to treat 
depression and anxiety.  
Drugs to treat childhood 
asthma grew 5 percent in 
children in 2009, up 42% 
since 2001. 
Kids need a healthy nerve 
system now more than ever! 
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About the IFCO 
The International Federation of Chiropractors and 
Organizations (IFCO) is an international organization of 
chiropractors, students and others who support the 
practice of chiropractic for the purpose of correcting 
vertebral subluxations because subluxations, in and of 
themselves, are a detriment to the fullest expression of 
life in all people at all times.  

 

International 
Federation of 

Chiropractors and 
Organizations 

 
2276 Wassergass Rd. 

Hellertown, PA 
18055 

 
800.521.9856 

 
www.ifcochiro.org 

 

 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

October 4, 5, 6 & 7 
 

AT THE FABULOUS OCEAN PLACE 
RESORT & SPA 

LONG BRANCH, NJ 
 

INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN 
EXPERTS IN THE CHIROPRACTIC 

PROFESSION INCLUDING: 
ERIC PLASKER DANNY KNOWLES 

JEANNE OHM BILLY DEMOSS 
JIM SIGAFOOSE SKIP GEORGE 

AND MORE! 
 

TO REGISTER, VISIT WEBSITE: 
WWW.NEWBEGINNINGSCHIRO.COM 
 

 
 
Free Chiropractic Conference Call 
Every Monday night at 9pm EDT 

 
Each week a member of Sherman’s 
Board of trustees will host an elite 
guest speaker who will share some 

aspect of the philosophy, science and 
art of chiropractic and its successful 

application in practice. 
 

Phone number: (209) 647-1600 
Access Code: 577840# 

 
Past speakers included: 

Sarah Farrant 
Donald Epstein 

Bill Esteb 
Shawn Powers 
Arno Burnier 

 
Go to the Sherman College website for 

more information: 
www.sherman.edu/connect 

  

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

          IRAPS 2012                
          October 20-21, 2012 

          Sherman College 
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